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Leader urges
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upcoming elections
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3
campaign clock ticks down
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comparable with advanced nations
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eader of Islamic Revolution Ayatollah Seyyed
Ali
Khamenei
on
Wednesday called for a massive turnout in the upcoming
presidential and council elections in a bid to immune the
country against threats.
Addressing army com-

manders and staff members in
Tehran, Ayatollah Khamenei
warned of “hostile attempts”
aimed at disrupting the elections, urging the nation to turn
out in masse to disappoint the
enemies, IRNA reported.
“The enemies make provocations to sabotage the elections. The nation should
proceed along in the face of

the hostile movement, while
maintaining its current awareness so that the elections will
be held in a vibrant, passionate, healthy and secure manner,” he said.
The Leader further emphasized, “An election of such nature would lend much security
to the country.”
Continued on Page 2

Kuwait: Iran may keep same oil output

Iranian cueist snatches bronze
in Lebanese tournament
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China’s Xi
restructures military,
consolidates control
Chinese President Xi Jinping announced a military restructure of the People’s Liberation Army
(PLA) to transform it into a leaner fighting
force, with improved joint operations capability,
state media said.
Centered around a new, condensed structure of 84 military units, the reshuffle builds
on Xi’s years-long efforts to modernize the
PLA with greater emphasis on new capabilities including cyberspace, electronic and
information warfare, Reuters reported.
As chair of the Central Military Commission, Xi is also commander-in-chief of
China’s armed forces.

“This has profound and significant meaning in building a world-class military,” Xi
told commanders of the new units at the
PLA headquarters in Beijing, according to
the official Xinhua news agency report late
on Tuesday.
All 84 new units are at the combinedcorps level, which means commanders
will hold the rank of major-general or rearadmiral, the official China Daily reported
Wednesday, adding that unit members
would likely be regrouped from existing
forces given the Chinese military was still
engaged in cutting its troops by 300,000,
one of the wide-ranging military reforms
introduced by Xi in late 2015.
Those reforms include establishing a joint
operational command structure by 2020 and
rejigging existing military regions, as well
as streamlining troop numbers, particularly
in non-combat facing roles.

Iran will probably be allowed
to keep its oil production unchanged if OPEC decides to
extend its six-month agreement on output cuts beyond
June, Kuwaiti Oil Minister
Issam Almarzooq said.
“I think they will keep the
same level if the deal is extended,” Almarzooq, who
chairs the committee monitoring the cuts, said on Wednesday in an interview in Abu
Dhabi, Bloomberg reported.
Kuwait was the first country to call for extending the
production cuts beyond June.
Oil prices will increase as
demand improves, chipping
away at oil inventories in the

US: Iran complies with
nuclear deal
The Trump administration
acknowledged that Iran has
been complying with a nuclear deal signed between
Tehran and world powers.
In a letter to US House
of Representatives Speaker
Paul Ryan, the top Republican in Congress, US Secretary of State Rex Tillerson
said Iran remained compliant with the 2015 deal, Reuters reported on Wednesday.
Under the deal, the State
Department must notify
Congress every 90 days on
Iran’s compliance with the
Joint Comprehensive Plan
of Action (JCPOA). It is
the first such notification
under US President Donald
Trump.
“The US Department
of State certified to US
House Speaker Paul Ryan
today that Iran is compliant through April 18 with
its commitments under the
Joint Comprehensive Plan
of Action,” Tillerson said in

AP

a statement.
“President Donald J.
Trump has directed a National Security Council-led
interagency review of the
Joint Comprehensive Plan
of Action that will evaluate

whether suspension of sanctions related to Iran pursuant
to the JCPOA is vital to the
national security interests of
the United States,” Tillerson
added.
Continued on Page 2

Zarif: No limit to expansion
of Iran-Kyrgyzstan ties
second half, he said.
Iran was allowed to increase its output under the
deal as the nation rebuilds
from international sanctions
that crippled its energy in-

dustry. Since sanctions were
eased in January 2016, Iran’s
oil production has climbed
35 percent, according to data
compiled by Bloomberg.
Continued on Page 4

World-famous Persian poet Sa’di
to be commemorated
Compiled from Dispatches
Tributes will be paid to the great Persian poet
Sa’di Shirazi in a ceremony at
his tomb in Shiraz, Fars Province on April 21 which is observed as National Sa’di Day.
There are several programs
to commemorate the world-famous Persian poet Sa’di. President Hassan Rouhani will attend
the ceremony in Shiraz on April
20 and 21 to speak about the
poet.
Among the programs are appreciating a number of Sa’di
experts.
Meanwhile, a number of Iranian and Tajik literati are to
gather at the Tajikistan Academy Theater of Lakhuti in Dushanbe today to commemorate Sa’di.
The guests are to discuss Sa’di’s role in the
development of Persian literature in Tajikistan,
the Iranian cultural attaché’s office in Dushanbe
said in a press release on Friday.
Scholars attended a seminar in Tehran on
Sa’di and prominent French poet and novelist
Victor Hugo.
Tehran’s Book City Institute hosted a meet-

ing on Sa’di and Hugo (1802-1885) in on April
18 and 19. Director of the Iranian Academy of
Persian Language and Literature Gholam Ali
Haddad-Adel, delivered a keynote
speech at the event.
Iranian
literati,
including
Mir Jalaleddin Kazzazi, Ahmad
Samiei Gilani, Fatemeh Eshqi,
Tahmoures Sajedi, Fereydoun
Majlesi, Asghar Nouri and French
scholar Jean-Marc Hovasse spoke
about the two prominent poets at
the event.
The event was organized jointly
by Sa’di Foundation in Tehran and
Iran’s cultural office in France,
as well as the Paris Diderot University to commemorate Sa’di
National Day. Victor Hugo is
considered one of the greatest and
best-known French writers.
Iranian carpet on UN wall
Also on Wednesday, Iranian Foreign Minister
Mohammad Javad Zarif recounted the story of
an Iranian carpet adorned with a famous poem
by Sa’di on a wall of the United Nations headquarters.
Continued on Page 12

Speaking on a different note, he said, “While
Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif
wrapped up a visit to three Central Asian coun- the threat of extremism and terror menaces the
tries on Wednesday after holding talks with region and the world, cooperation, cultural
Kyrgyz senior officials about ways of broaden- promotion and tolerance are among the most
ing bilateral relations in various areas on the important methods of confronting” the scourges.
last leg of his tour.
On Wednesday morning, Zarif met with his
Zarif headed a 20-member delegation of
businessmen and company representatives Kyrgyz counterpart, Erlan Abdyldaev, to exfrom Iranian public
and private sectors
during the threenation tour, which
has also taken him
to Turkmenistan and
Georgia.
The first two visits
featured three crashcourse political and
economic meetings,
Press TV wrote.
The top Iranian
diplomat
arrived
late Tuesday in Kyrgyzstan’s
capital,
Bishkek, where he
mfa.gov.ir
attended a joint eco- Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif (R) meets with
nomic meeting with Kyrgyz President Almazbek Atambayev in Bishkek on Wednesday.
Iranian and Kyrgyz
plore ways of promoting “comprehensive cobusinessmen in attendance.
Zarif said at the meeting that after President operation,” particularly in the economic sector.
The senior Iranian official later sat down for
Hassan Rouhani’s “very successful” trip to
Kyrgyzstan last December, which witnessed talks with Kyrgyz President Almazbek Atamthe signing of several documents between the bayev.
During the talks, the Kyrgyz head of state
two nations, “the ground is well prepared for
called for closer economic relations between
the expansion of bilateral cooperation.”
“We know no limit to the enhancement of Tehran and Bishkek, saying efforts must be
ties with Kyrgyzstan, and we are ready for made to remove the obstacles to bilateral trade.
Zarif, in turn, stressed the need for more
bolstering our cooperation in all spheres,” he
cooperation in the area of economy as well as
added.
The Iranian foreign minister also expressed joint efforts against terrorism and extremism.
The tour took place at the invitation of the
hope that the agreements arrived at between
the Central Banks of Iran and Kyrgyzstan respective countries’ top diplomats on the ocwould contribute to their private sector activi- casion of the 25th anniversary of the republics’
independence from the Soviet Union.
ties.

British Parliament backs PM plan for snap election
Prime Minister Theresa May won Parliament’s
backing for an early election on Wednesday, a
vote she said would strengthen her hand in divorce talks with the European Union and help
heal divisions in Britain.
May surprised allies and opponents on Tuesday when she announced her plan to bring forward an election that was not due until 2020, saying she needed to avoid a clash of priorities in the
sensitive final stages of the two-year Brexit talks.
After addressing a rowdy session of the House
of Commons, May won the support of 522 law-

makers in the 650-seat Parliament for an election
on June 8, an easy victory for the prime minister who could see her majority increase by at
least 100 seats in the poll, Reuters reported on
Wednesday.
“I believe that at this moment of enormous national significance there should be unity here in
Westminster, not division,” May told Parliament.
“A general election will provide the country
with five years of strong and stable leadership to
see us through the negotiations and ensure we are
able to go on to make a success as a result, and

that is crucial.”
The former home secretary, who became
prime minister without an election when her predecessor David Cameron quit after last year’s
referendum vote for Brexit, enjoys a runaway
lead over the main opposition Labour Party in
opinion polls.
A victory would give May a powerful mandate
extending until 2022, long enough to cover the
Brexit negotiations plus a possible transition period into new trading arrangements with the EU
– a prospect that has strengthened the pound.

May formally notified the European Union
on March 29 of Britain’s intention to leave, and
has said she is confident of reaching a deal on the
terms of withdrawal in the two years available.
She said on Tuesday she had “reluctantly”
come to the decision to call for an early election
because of political divisions in Westminster,
criticizing opposition parties for trying to thwart
her plans for leaving the EU.
“What do we know that the leader of the Labour Party, the leader of the Liberal Democrats
and the leader of the Scottish Nationalists have in
common?” she asked Parliament.
“They want to unite together to divide our
country and we will not let them do it.”

